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Aims of the workshop

* Analyse the process involved in marking

students’ pieces of writing.
* Analyse assessment criteria and glossary.

* Practise assessing with samples of students’

work.
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What path to take?
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What path to take?

Understand the assessment criteria
and assess each criterion separately

CONTENT

How well has the candidate understood

the task?

Has the candidate done all he/she has

been asked to do?
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Understanding the task

The subscale Content is common to all levels:

Content

5 All content is relevant to the task.
Target reader is fully informed.

3 Minor irrelevances and/or omissions may be present.
Target reader is on the whole informed.

1 Irrelevances and misinterpretation of task may be present.
Target reader is minimally informed.

0 Content is totally irrelevant.
Target reader is not informed.
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CEFR

level Communicative Achievement Organisation Language
Demonstrates complete command of the Text is organised impressively and Uses a wide range of vocabulary, including
conventions of the communicative task. coherently using a wide range of less common lexis, with fluency, precision,
Communicates complex ideas in an effective cohesive devices and organisational sophistication and style.
and convincing way, holding the target patterns with complete flexibility. Use of grammar is sophisticated, fully controlled
reader's attention with ease, fulfilling all and completely natural.
communicative purposes. Any inaccuracies occur only as slips.

C2 | Uses the conventions of the communicative | Text is a well-organised, coherent Uses a range of vocabulary, including less
task with sufficient flexibility to whole, using a variety of cohesive common lexis, effectively and precisely.
communicate complex ideas in an effective | devices and organisational patterns Uses a wide range of simple and complex
way, holding the target reader's attention with flexibility. grammatical forms with full contral, flexibility
with ease, fulfilling all communicative and sophistication.

PUTPOSES. Errors, if present, are related to less common
words and structures, or occur as slips.

1 IUses the conventions of the communicative | Text is well organised and coherent, Uses a range of vocabulary, including less
task effectively to hold the target reader's using a variety of cohesive devices and | common lexis, appropriately.
attention and communicate straightforward | organisational patterns to generally Uses a range of simple and complex grammatical
and complex ideas, as appropriate. good effect. forms with control and flexibility.

Occasional errors may be present but do not
impede communication.

B2 IUses the conventions of the communicative | Text is generally well organised and Uses a range of everyday vocabulary

task to hold the target reader's attention and
communicate straightforward ideas.

coherent, using a variety of linking
words and cohesive devices.

appropriately, with occasional inappropriate use
of less common lexis.

Uses a range of simple and some complex
grammatical forms with a good degree of control.

Errors do not impede communication.




FCE Task 1

Part 1

You must answer this question. Write your answer in 140 — 190 words in an appropriate style on the
separate answer shest.

1 In your English class you have been talking about the environment. MNow, your English
teacher has asked you to write an essay.

Write an essay using all the notes and give reasons for your point of view.

CUldddbpabudbdduuiuiddyyil

Every country in the world has problems with pollution and damage to the environment.
Do you think these problems can be solved?

Notes

Write about:

1. transport
2. rivers and seas

3 oo (your own idea)
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FCE SAMPLE 1

L

Question 1
Candidate 8

| think that my courtry has protiems afth poliution o the ervirorrrent tke all other countries. Thp problem
le rermal for Tussla. We have big probiems with trancport because there are 100 much cars In Our country.
And becacse of that we have problems with atmospeer, air In my ity and In ol Russia i really dvty and
comeatimes | con't male 3 oigh because 1t smells around me and of course around that cars on the road fve

heard about tradition of one country. They don't 30 amywhers by car one day 3 month or 3 year, they Juot use
bycicie o their faet, | thisk 1t codd be very a0od F we had 2 tradition Ike that,

Co, what about the rivers and the seasd Yeah, there are some really gocd and clean rivers and seac where you
can go, bt there are not many of them, Ongce | saw the river O3 1 my city, 1t wa2 about tao years ago but |
o2l rermereder that In some places It was not Mue, = was green or purple | dde't really understand becauce 1t
had &fferent colours.

| don’t inow what shoud we do. Maybe we shoud Just open our syes and ook what we dd But Fussian people
dor’t care about the world around them many people Care oy about themseives an that's all

Co, the beat ldea b ook around and try 10 do something gocd for cur planet and for ue and cur chitdren.
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Communicative Achievement

) ] Genre
How appropriate Does it use the
) .. i Format
is this piece conventions of :
o\ Register
of writing for the task? the task? .
Function
Does it hold the Is the reader
target reader’s easily
attention? distracted?
What kind of Concrete or abstract
ideas are nature?
communicated? Effect on the audience?

"‘-‘,\))Ag;‘-'-.' A N G L O



BB CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH

q'w Language Assessment
R .

Organisation

How well is the text organised?

Is it coherent ?
Is it cohesive?

What linking words, cohesive devices and
organizational patterns
help the reader make sense of the text?
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Language

What is the range of vocabulary
and grammar used?

How appropriate is the vocabulary used
and what is the control of grammar?

What is the density of error?
Do errors impede communication?
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And bacause of that we have problams with tmospeer, air in my city and In all Rusela s really dirty and
mmm|w5mbu!becwrtmlbmrumnﬂafcammwwmnmmmuw

heard about tradtion of ons country. They don't e

Co, what about the dvers gd the gaged Yeah, there ans soms really qood and dunmﬂm'ﬁ_mpu
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| don't kmow what shoudd we do. Maybe we shaudd Just opan our syes and look what we dd But Russlan people
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Examiner comments

T

Content 3 | Ascortent & relevant to the tast but the aopet reader Is on the whole intormad rather than Sy informad as the centra
Question 35 to whather or not the probiarrs can be sotved has not really been addressed

The cancScate discusses the ervronmental impact of trareport and the Claarfiness of rivers and provides one sugaested
sokution for the protiern of trarsport, They dant 9o caywhere by Cor one doy o monih. The wrbers opion IS Clear in 1 think
I coukd be very good (f we had 3 tradition ke that

No soltions are dscussad for mvers and seas and no thart aspect of anvironmenta darrage Is provided

Communicative | 3 | The corventions of exsay writing are caad there Is an opesing statement and a develcpment of the subsect matier, with
Achleverment aconciusion at the end.
Organsation

The register 15 suttably reutrd for the most part, athough the use of 3 Colioguial yeah is ot consistant with the test of
the essay. The essay is written for the most part m an obiactive way, but these Is use of personal, subjective examples,
Once | 50w the nver | cant malke o SIpR, which lessen the impact of the bagger probieems

The target roader's attention 5 heid and straghttorwand eas are communicated

3 | The text x generaly wel-orgarused and coherent 1t is separated nio paragraghs and the punciuation IS gensraly wsed
effactvey, aithough there are some Jong senthnces, And bacguse of that we hove problams with almaspest. o in my oty
ond 12 o RuSSAS s reotly dTy and somedemes | con't mole o SOh bacsusa It smeis around me ond of course arund that cors on
the roxd

There 15 3 varely of Bnting words, becouss ond 5o because of that and some cobesive devices such 35 rRionncig
pronouns, redative Clauses and rhetoncal guestions to connact the 1Geas within the text

Language 3 | Thera s a range of everycay vocabulaty usaed agpropriately, and aithough there are emors, they do not Impade
commuNICEtion: stmospasr bycioe sigh

There 15 3 range of SIMpie and S0Me MO CoMmpRx Srammatical forms: past and presant vorbs forms arm used with a
good degree of contol
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FCE SAMPLE2

Candidate C

DEVELOPMENT VS ENVIRONMENT

if we surf the web looking for pollution and environmental catastrophes, we will find out that every country in
the world euffers them. Thie is a natural consequence of the struggle between development and environment.,

If a country decided to live isolated from the rest of the world, living on what it can naturally arow and
produce, it surely wouldn't be highly polluted. But we all want exotic food and technological items from all over
the world, 80 we have to pay the price.

Investing on electrical sransport would benefit the environment a lot. Even more if this electricity came from
a natural source of energy like wind, rivers and solar boards. It's difficult to achieve this because petrol
companies will fight againet theee actions,

We also have to take care of our rivers and seas. We all have heard about factories throwing highly toxdc
substances to rivers, without minimizing their poisoning effecta. A really strict law should be applied to fine
these factories and make them change their policy.

But what about ocurselves? We aleo can do a lot! If, when possible, we bought larger packs of food, we would be
producing less rubbish. And this is only an example!

10, 9¢ ANGLO




Candidate C

. DEVELOPMENT V5 ENVIRONMENT

N we surf the web looking for pollution and environmental catactrophes we will find out that every country in
the world suffers them. Thia’s a natural consequence of the struggle between dmlﬂont and environment.

If a country decided to live isolated from the rest of the world, living on what it can naturally grow and

produce, It surely wouldn't be highly polluted: But we all want exotic S04 and technological items from all over

the world, so we have to pay the price:
Invezting on electrical tranaport would benefit the environment  lot. Even more if this electricity came from

a natural source of enerqy like wind, rivers and solar boards. It's difficult to achieve this because petrol
companies will fight against these actions.

We also have to take care of our rivers and seas. We all have heard about factories throwing hignly taxie

SUPSTANCES 10 rivers, without minimizing their polsoning efects. A really strict law should be applied to fine
these factories and make them change their policy.

But what about ourselves? We also can do a lot! If, when possible, we wm iarger packs of food. we would be
producing less rubbish. And this is only an example!
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FCE SAMPLE 2

Examiner comments

Subscale Mark | Commentary

Content 5 | All content is relevant to the task and the target reader is fully informed.

Transport is discussed with suggestions of how using different forms of transport would help the environment, frvesting
on electrical fransport would benefit the enviranment o lod. The candidate then evaluates the suggestion: #s difficult fo
achieve this. . .

Water pollution is described and a solution is offerad, A really strict low showld be opplied to fine these foctories. The writar's
opinion is clear in the choice of modal should.

A third aspect {(waste reduction] is introduced in the final paragraph with a suggesfion about how to achieve this, i when
possibie, we bought karger packs of food.. The writer's opinion is expressed clearly: We alss con do @ lod!

Communicative | 5 | Theconwvantions of tha essay format are usad affectively to hold the target readars attention.

Achievement Thera is an infroductony paragraph which outlines the issuas in ganeral terms, and the concluding paragraph sums up in
mizre concrate terms, what we, the readers can do to halp.

The register is consistently appropriate and the subjact matter is dealt with in an objective mannar, for eampla Ireesting
on electrical transport; If o country decided.

Straightforward and complex ideas are communicated: s aificwl fo ochieve this becowse petrol cormpanies will fight against
fhese actions.

Organisation 4 | Theassay is well-organisad and coharent using a variety of cohesive davices.

The paragraphs are introduced in a variety of ways, using grammatical structures rather than obvious linkars, i we

surf Bhe wel; If o country decided; fnvesting on; We also have to; Bot what abowt. More could be done to link across the
paragraphs, to maka them less indepandent, but the overzll effect is of a cobasive texdt.

Language 5 | Thera is & wide range of vocabulary, including le=s commaon lexis used appropriately, environmental cofastrophes; highiy
pafiuted: exolic fooa: highly towic substances; minimizing thefr poisoning effects: change their poficy.

Thera is & range of simple and complex grammatical forms used with a good degree of control and flexibility to comey
certain ideas succincthy, for example, This is g nafural consegueance of the struggle betwean development and environment; we
aif weant exodic food and technodogical items from all over the world, 5o we hawe to pay the price.

Thera are minimal arrors which do not impede communication.
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CAETASK1 =

Part 1

You must answer this question. Write your answer in 220 — 260 words in an appropriate style on
the separate answer sheet.

1 Your class has attended a panel discussion on faciliies which should receive money from
local authorities. You have made the notes below:

Which facilities should receive money from local
authorities?

=  MUseEUms

« Sports centres
» public gardens Some opinions expressed in the discussion:

“Museums aren't popular with everybodyl”

“Sports centres mean healthier people.”

“Atown needs green spaces — parks are great
for everybody ™

Wiite an essay discussing two of the facilities in your notes. You should explain which
facility it is more important for local authorities to give money to, giving reasons in support
of your answer.

You may, if you wish, make use of the opinions expressed in the discussion, but you should

Lse your own words as far as possible. ﬁ N G L O



Language Assessment

C A E S a m p I e 1 © Authorised Platinum Centre

Question 1: Candidate A

mgm CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH

Nowadays, many facilities could use money from local authorities. There are people who claim that cultural institutions
should receive more money than other facilities. But which ones should receive more investment is open to debate.

On the one hand, museums should be the institutions that need to receive a lot of money because people have lost the
interest in visiting and promoting them. In a world where true values are not respected as they should be, it is important
to remember what really matters. Moreover, the young men should be aware of the importance of knowing basic things in
different domains. For example, science and history museums provide people very interesting informations. Therefore, in

order to have well-informed teenagers, the local authorities should give money to museums. With that money, it can be
organised events like the day of open museums,

On the other hand, green spaces should also receive money from local authorities. Mainly because in big cities, where the
air is very polluted trees can absorb many of the gases produced leading to a much healthier environment. Furthermore,
there can be built spaces for kids to play and also running tracks for people who cannot afford to go to gym. It is
important for people to keep doing exercises in open air and in my opinion, parks are the best place.

Allin all, as far as | am concerned the most important facility that should receive investment from local authority are
the museume.
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Examiner comments

Subscale

Mark

Commentary

Content

All content is relevant to the task and the target reader is fully informed. The candidate discusses two of the proposed
facilities (museums and parks), and chooses one of them (museums) to benefit from the extra funding. The candidate
discusses the reasons why each one should receive the money: science and history museums provide people very interesting
infermations; in arder to have well-informed teenagers, the local autharities should give money to museums; trees can absorb
many of the gases produced leading to a much healthier environment; running tracks for people who cannot afford to go to gym.
The final decision is made in the final paragraph.

Communicative
Achievement

The conventions of essay writing are used well. There is a clear opening paragraph and a strong conclusion which leaves
no room for doubt as to where the money should go: ... as far as [ am concerned the most important facility that should
receive investment from local authority are the museums. The register is consistently formal and the essay has an objective
tone, giving opinions and providing supporting statements with evidence. The clear paragraphing helps to hold the target
reader’s attention and communicate both straightforward and more complex ideas in a logical manner.

Organisation

The text is well organised and coherent, and uses a variety of cohesive devices to generally good effect. The ideas are
clearly introduced: nowadays; on the one hand; moreover; for example; therefore; on the other hand; furthermore; all in all. There
is a mix of long and short sentences, and some of the shorter ones could benefit from being combined. Organisational
patterns are evident in the choice of language. For example, in the first paragraph it is stated that many facilities could use
money from local autherities. This then narrows to become cultural institutions should receive more maney, and then the final
sentence uses substitution to set out the main idea: But which ones should receive maore investment is open to debate.

Language

\\H R // /,

There is a range of relevant vocabulary, but this is not always used successfully to communicate full ideas. Take for
example In a world where true values are not respected as they should be, it is important to remember what really matters.
Although this has an appropriate tone and is accurate, it has little relevance to the text as a whole and adds no extra
information. A range of simple and some more complex grammatical structures is used with control. However, there are
a few word order and pronoun problems, such as it can be organised events, there can be built. There are also errors with
plurals and articles, but these do not impede communication: the most impartant facility ... are the museums; afford to go to
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gym; exercises in open air.
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CPE TASK 1

Part 1
Read the two texts below.

Write an essay summansing and evaluating the key points from both texts. Use your own words
throughout as far as possible, and include your own ideas in your answers.

Write your answer in 240 — 280 words on the separate answer sheet.

1 Shifting sands: behavioural change

Mowadays, in some cuftures there may often be confusion between generations about what is
acceptable behaviour in certain situations. Older people sometimes complain, for example. about
the real or imagined rudeness of others, such as in the use of electronic devices in public places.
However, the younger generation do not regard electronic communication as intrusive, but rather
as fundamental to their way of life. Cnly increased mutual understanding is likely to resclve
potential conflict or confusion in any seciety. In this case, as in all others, it pays to be aware of
other people’s points of view.

Follow my leader?

Should we always aim to do what society expects of us? Mo, what society needs is individualicy.
Worrying about what other people think inhibits enthusiasm and creativicy. Mothing new is ever
achieved by conforming to expected social norms. This is not only true for sodety™s innovators:
everybody needs a strong sense of their own worth as an individual. This is essential for
psychological well-being and the ability to Function effectively in one’s personal and professional
life. Paying too much attention to society’s conventions can be counter-productive in these and

other ways.

Write your essay.
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How should we behave In soclety? Should we follow soclal norms or should we use our own Individual judgement
to declde what Is the appropriate way to conduct ourselves?

Some people find it very Important to obey the rules of etiquette, to do what others consider proper. There
are people — often the older generation — who get very upset when others do not follow soclal conventions,
when they, for example, speak loudly on moblle phones In public places or lick thelr fingers or queue Jump.

However, It should be noted that the things that irritate people will vary from one soclety to the next;

the rules of queue behavour, for Instance, are very different In London, Moscow and |stanbul, and how it Is
acceptable to use a moblle phone differs conslderably from one soclety to the next. Similarly, it Is Important
to remember that soclal conventions change over time. It was once consldered Improper to eat on the street
but now no-one pays the slightest attention to someone walking along munching a sandwich or an apple. The
key to avolding conflict, It seems, Is Imaginative empathy.

In general, It Is counter-productive to worry too much about what the soclally acceptable way to behave might
be In any glven situation. It can stop you thinking about what Is the moral way to behave as you may become
more focused on what Is ‘proper’ rather than on what Is right. You can also start suppressing your own
Important Individuality and originality as you become unhealthily anxlous about what others might be thinking.

The rules that do not — and should not — change are those regarding behaviour that has an effect on others.
Dropping litter, for example, or pushing someone out of the way should always be condemned as Inappropriate
behaviour
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CPE Samplel

Examiner comments

Subscale Mark | Commentary
Content 5 | Target reader is fully informed.
All content is relevant to the task.
Communicative 5 Demonstrates complete command of the conventions of the essay. Communicates complex ideas in an effective and
Achlevement convincing way, holding the target reader's attention with ease, fulfilling all communicative purposes. Effective use of

opening question to engage the reader's attention.

Organisation 5 | Textis organised impressively and coherently using a wide range of cohesive devices and organisational patterns with
complete flexibility (Some people . ., However, Similarly, The key ., In general). Paragraph divisions clearly support the
internal organisation of the argument, which integrates evaluation of key points and writer's own views subtly and
fluently. Opening question clearly addressed and returned to in the conclusion.

Language 5 IUses a wide range of vocabulary, including less common lexis, with fluency, precision, sophistication, and style (social
narms, conduct ourselves, obey the rules of etiquette, imaginative empathy, unhealthily anxious, inappropriate behaviour).

IUse of grammiar is sophisticated, fully contralled and completely natural.
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Thank you!
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